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Director Barbara Kopple's film about the 1973 

coal miners' strike in Harlan County, Ky., won a 

Best Documentary Oscar and was selected for 

the National Film Registry. Highlighting the 

struggles of families living in shacks with no 

indoor plumbing and enduring hazardous working 

conditions, the film details the conflict between the 

Eastover Mining Co. and the laborers determined 

to join the United Mine Workers of America.
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Director Kopple studied clinical psychology in West Virginia when she started to make 

film verité documentary films (with little to no commentary).  At 26, Kopple moved 

to Harlan County to film a union conflict at the Brookside mine. She ended up staying 

for four years, observing the miners' struggles to join the United Mine Workers in the 

face of frequently violent resistance launched against them by the Eastover Mining 

Company. During that time, Kopple came to know the affected mining families 

intimately. The result of her involvement in the community was Harlan County, USA.  

The documentary places particular emphasis upon the miners' wives, who became 

major political forces in the fight. 

July 19, 2010

Heather Redding recommended Kathy Mateusʼs album “Coal” 
which has the song “Harlan County Line”.  Iʼm going to play 
parts for you before we start the film.  Itʼs perfect for this film - 
youʼll see why.

http://www.allmovie.com/work/harlan-county-usa-21576
http://www.allmovie.com/work/harlan-county-usa-21576


Libby, Montana
2005NR124 minutes

For nearly 30 years, residents of the quaint town of 
Libby, Mont., worked for the multinational corporation 
W.R. Grace, mining and processing a multi-use product 
known as vermiculite.   
In the summer and fall of 1999, the Seattle Post-

Intelligencer newspaper investigated and then broke a 
story (beginning in its Nov 18-19 1999 issues) on mass deaths over decades that have 
arisen from occupational and even non-occupational exposure to tremolite asbestos 
dust from vermiculite (Zonolite) mining activities in Libby, Montana.  The 
investigation was prompted by a civil court deposition made under oath in 1996 by 
former mine business manager Earl Lovick which showed that W.R. Grace & Co. 
operated the mine while knowing about the asbestos 
danger and took no meaningful steps to warn its own 
workers or the town’s residents.  After the Post 

Intelligencer’s first articles were published, the early 
reactions from the local community leaders and local 
business leaders were of denial and of confusion.  As 
the story has continued to unfold, and as facts 
become public, the crisis in this small northwestern Montana community has grown.
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